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2 KINGS Iv XXV1- 


now 1 pray thee, to meet her, and ſay unto her, 
þ 1 't well-with thee ? Is it well with thy Husband *. 


it ** with the Child ? And ſhe anſwer'd, tr 
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God ſo many Ways conſficuous ag 

{ %_AH manifefted to his People, who are 
| altogether unworthy of the leaſt of his Fa- 
vours, is a great and juſt Obligation on 
them to tab e all well from him in all rhe 

| Diſpenſations of his Providence, yet ſuc" 
IS the contrariety in the Heart of the 
fallen Creature, that the beſt of Men find 
it hard enough to comply with the w1!! 
of a wiſe and gracious God, when he takes 
any thing from them which they count dear 
„ | Is 


(Oda Reader, the Goodneſs of 
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Po by © The" Epiſtle to the Reader. 


to them, and in nothing does the Heart of 


Man more ordinarily Riſe againſt the Pro- 


ceedings of Divine Providence, and ex- 


preſs more Reluctancy, then when he takes 
from us ſome Relation who was near and 


dear to us. And I having of late found 
the Hand of God taking from me. ſuch a 
Relation, as 1 looked on as the only one 


among them I have, who might be help-. 


ful to me, and a ſtay to me by his known 
Capacity and Diligence to ſupport me in my 
aged Years, I found it hard to bear ſuch a 
Stroke with that becoming Patience and 
Snbmiſſion I wou'd, aud knew I ſhou'd have 
dane, and as is the indeſpenſible Duty cf 
every Chriſtian; that therefore on this 


Occaſion I might bring my Mind into - 


ſuirable Temper, 1 ſet my Thopghts ſeri- 


onſly on the Words of the P/almiſt hereafber - 


conſider'd, which I hope I may fay, by 
God's Bleſſing, has brought my Spirit, into 
much better Order; and ſeeing we are here 


in a Pilgrimage State, I hope I may be allow- 
ed to help my Feilow- Travellers with what 


Conſiderations I have found uſeful to my 
ſelf, and 1 hope alſo may be ſome way uſeful 
to them in their ſorrowful Circumſtances ; 
aud J hope farther, that no ſerious and hum- 
ble Chriſtian will take it ill, that I make this 


Eſſay for the Help of my Companions, 1n | 


our way to another and better World. 


When I review the Courſe of my Life 
thus far advanc'd, and think how unproh- 


tably 


— 


The Epiſtle tothe Reader, * 
tably 1 have ſpent the prime of my Years, 
in running atter the painted Butter- flies of 

this ſeducing World, I am aſhamed and 
grieved that fo much of my precious Time 
hou'd be run out to ſo little and no beter 
Purpoſe; and this Conſideration ſets an; 
Egge on my Spirit, to redeem the Time; 
ad if I could now, when but a very few-- 
_ | Sands are in the Glaſs, according to the or- 
dinary Courſe of Nature, do ſome accep- 
table Service for God, and the which may he 
uſeful to my Fellow-Chriſtians, 1 hope no 
good Man will blame me, ner do I know. 
why he ſhou'd. 

There is no Man Living, how firm ſoever 
he thinks he ſtands, but ſome time or other 
it will be his own Caſe, and he will have 

| (or he has already had) Occaſion. for all the 
Helps he can meet with to quiet his Heart 
under the Diſpenſations of Divine Provi- 
dence, either on the Account of ſome de- 
| parted Relation, or in ſome other Caſe, and 
therefore 1 am the more willingly, engaged 
in this Undertaking, as being of ſo general 

an Uſe to the Chriſtian. ' 

The ſmall Treatiſe J have already ſent a- 
broad into the World, has been 2 I 
and I hope very uſeful to many good * 

| Chriſtians, and I bleſs God who has. made 
it ſo, and alſo for that I did publiſh it; for 
I really think (whatever, ſome nice Chri- 
ſtians with curious Palates may think of 
it) that I never did God nor his Church 
5 LE, eſpecially 4 


* 1 beef . 


yaw "IS Y wp” eee 


„ 9... 


„5 - 4 

TOI 

f LOR RES 

: * Ms. . , 
n 


be Epiſtle to the Nader. vi 


eſpecially the poor of the Flock; to whoſe 


Caſe it is moſt eſpecially adapted, and for 


whom it was chiefly intended) fo much 


Seryice, as by that my poor, but I hope 


my honeſt and hearty Undertaking theres 


in, for the Purpoſes therein mention'd. 
Now may the good God, the Lord of the 
Harveſt, who employs whom he pleaſes to 


do his Work, bleſs theſe my Meditations 
to the good of ſuch his afflicted Children, 
into whoſe Hands they may come, which 
that they may be ſo bleſſed, is, and ſhall be 


the frequent Prayer of, 
Cmmaid Reader, 


London, Aug. Thin Unmort Seruant My 
27,1718. our Lord Jeſus, 
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On the Brevity and Dan 
| - of Humane Life. 


OW fickle is the Life of Man! 

Whoſe longeſt Date is but a Span! 
% four Inch Space, and then he mult, 
Be hurl'd into the filent Duft; 

50. ſoon as Born, the Infant cryes, 8 
CT fetches but a Groqn, and Dies; = 
| And thys he makes an haſty Flight, 

| is born at Noon, and dies e're Night; 
„Ur it he haye 2 longer ſtay, 
| He waſtes his Time with Toys and! Play, 
| And oft before he can diſery, 
hat Pris to live, In Childhood lies, 8b 
| hen riper Tears gcommence, and fill 
dne Veins with warmer Blood, infti! 
roſh Thoughts into his youthiv! Breaſts 
27 Death ſhenrizing him Arreſts ; 
Vor Bowery Youth, nor ſtrength avails, 
hen the keen Dart of Death allailes 3 
Nor ties of Nature can detain, 


= | e ſprightly Youth, all Prayers are vein; 


(viii 1 | 
Nor Sighs, nor Teurs,”ror-Biggs of Gold, 
Can the fierce Stroke of Death with- hold; 8 
When God commands to ſtrike, he muſt. 
The ſtouteſt Mortal ſend to Dult ; h 
Death does him in full Strength ſurprize, 
c Like Flowers he grows, like Flowers be dies; : 
1 The Graſs that 51 ows in Meads to Day, 
4 |: cat, and *twill the next be Hay; 
1 The ſweeteſt Roſe that ere our Eyes 
Beheld, Buds, Bloſſomes, Fades and Dies, If -- 
| So did my Dear, my hopeful Be ». 0 
Who gain d Love mongſt all Ranks of Men; 
Whoſe ſhort-run Race was but a Stride, 
| Juſt peep'd into the World and died. 

1 Ccaſe then my Soul to grieve in vain, 
And let no murmurring Sigh remain; 
| But let thy Will calmly accord, 
| With his, who 15 thy Soveraign 1 RI 
| No Mortal lives fo weil as he, | 
| That lives in cheartu! Charity : 4 
| That 1s content with what he meets, 
let it be hitter, or be ſweet; "8: 
| That with a pkcaſant chearful Mind, 
| Contents himfelf with what he finds. 
This Pofſting-Life with halte drives on, 
And this ſhort Race will ſoon be run; 
Then bleſſed Souls ſhall ever be, 
Happy to all Eternity, 
In thoſe bleſt Regions above, 
Ever enjoy the God of Love. 
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Fs A L M XXXIX. Ix. 


Was Dumb I opened. not my Mouth, 
3 becauſe Thou didſt it. 


Hate ver was the Occaſion of the 
Pſalmiſt David's Penning of this 
- Pſalm, he Diſcovers an extra- 
ordinary Care and Watchfulgeſs over his 
dn Heart, to guard it zgainſt Al Impa⸗ 
tience under his preſent Afﬀiction. .._* 

The firſt 2 e tells us, He would tale 
Herd to his Way ays,” * he might not Sin wi h hi 
f gue, and char he would keep 1 's Moub with 
B # 
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4 Bridle, while the wicked was before him, He 
woll knew the proneneſs of his own Heart, 
do vent it ſelf by Expr eſſions, which ſavour- 
ed of 
Ha 


Impatience, under God's afflicting 
J, and therefore he took up this pious 
Reſolution, to take Heed to his Ways, leſt 


he ſinned with his Tongue, and that he might 
come up to this, he would keep his Mouth 
as with a-Bridle ; or as the Hebrew (as the 


Marginal Notes tell us) he would keep a 


Bridle or Muzzle for his Mouth; he would 
_ wave :that in Readineſs which ſhould be a 
continual check to the undue Riſings of his 
own Heart, againſt the providential Diſ— 


penſations of an allwiſe God, and more eſ- 
-pecially while he was in Company of wicked 
Men, who are very ready to make hard 
Reflections on Religion, for any thing they 


obſerve amiſs in thoſe who profefs It; he 


was well aware of their malignant Temper, 


vy hich led them either to mock at his Cala- 


mity, and thereby inereaſe his Sorrow, or 
elſe to reproach Religion for any thing they 


obſerv d to drop from his Lips, which they 
could artfully conſtrue into Impatience, and 


therefore he would maintain a ſtrict Regard 

to Bridle his Tongue, while they were bc- 

fore him. Te / hun 9; 
Verſe 2. tells us, That he was dumb wit. 


Silence ;, he was ſo mute under the Hand off 
God afflicting him, that he was as a Dumb 


Man, he had. not a Word to ſay againſt 
God's Righteous Proceedings, and, ſays be 


O r A mo, mo, hy 


it, his Sorrow jncrcasd for want-of Vent. 

My Heart, ſays he, in Verſe 3. was hot 
wirhin ine, mhile I mus muſing the fire burned; 
he felt himfelf all in a Flame; his Aﬀecti- - 
ons were in a Ferment, while he was muſing 
and poring on his ſad Condition, till he 
broke Silence, and. ſpoke out bis Mind to 
God, he found himſelf at a Loſs, while he 
mutter'd over the matter in his own: Soul, 
and kept his Cafe cloſe pent up in his own -: 


Cn 


1 beld my Peace even from Good; it is like the 


ſtroke was ſo heavy upon him „ that it 


ftunn'd and aſtoniſf'd him; he was ſo ſur. - 
priz'd thereat, that he could not go on o 4 


readily ard chearfully as he would, in the 


way of his Duty, of which he makes 2 
fair and honeſt Acknowledgmeat; and of 
his own Infirmity herein, and, ſays he, 
Ay Sorrow was ſtirred, he found his Grief 


grew upon his Hands, this is all he got by 


Breaſt, and therefore he reſolves*to un- 


burden himſelf, and make Application to 
God by Prayer and Supplication, and then 
he found Redreſs; and I doubt not but it iz 
the Chriſtian's Experience to this Day, that 
his opening himſelf to God, and ii may be 


alſo to ſome faithful, humble, and: ſympa- 


thizing Friend, is of great uſt to him under 
his ſorrowful Circumſtances, - and that he 
finds abundance of Eaſe thereby, above 
what he has by ſitting in the Dumps, and 
keeping his Sorrow to himſelf cloſe Jock d 


up in his own Breaſt. 
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the Matter of his Prayer; Lord, ſays he, 


_ and ſo the Life of Man may be fitly compa- 2; 
red, as contained in Child hood, Youth, Man- th 
Mood, and old Age, which are the four th 
Anch 
and 


riſhing Youths drop into the Grave, beſide 


fore he truly concludes, that every Man at 


nor Activity, or ought elfe which may ſeem 
tions, can ſecure us or them from the inevi- 


Appearance, flouriſhing Beauty, and fulleſt 


” 
The ah and ath Yerſes furniſh-us.with 


male me to know mint End, and: the Mraſure Þ ©; 


of my. Days mhat it is, and for this Purpoſe, Þ .., 


hat I may know how frail J am; and ſo he 


\ goes on to deſcribe the frailty and ſhortneſs 4 
of Liſe, which he compares to an Hand- it, 


breadth, no more than four Inches. at moſt, 


of a Man's Life, the Hand / breadth 
ort Meaſure of his Days at longeſt, 
before which is ſully compleat, many flau- 


What are nip'd in the Bud of Childhood, 
and die in riper Years, as frequent Inſtan- 
ces occur to onr Obſervation, and there- 


his beſt State is altoget er Vanity, plainly 
ſhewing that the beſt State -of a Man, his 
flow'ry Youth, his Health, Strength, Beauty, 


to promiſe us a long Stay here in our own 
Perſons, or in the, moſt near and dear Rela- | 


table Stroke of Death, but that every 
Man, at his beſt State, in his, moſt lively 


ſtrength of Nature, is not only Vanity, but 
altogether Vanity. 1 

erſe 6. deſcribes unto us the ſettled Opi- 
nion the Pſalmiſt had of the whole Stock of 


JL 13 J 

1 deſignimg Men, of Men that were Proj. cting 
„ thei owa and their Families State and 

e Grandure, and it was this, Surcly, favs he, 

WM every Aan watketh in a wen ſhlem: He took 
it for a Maxim he had receiv'd, and would 
confirm his fellow Believers in the Truth of 
- it, that thus it was, all that the moſt deſign- 
„i and pro jecting Man can arrive at, is 
- I Zit a ſpew, 4 Shadow, a vain ſhews has nos © 
- © thing of Reality' or Snbſtance in it, and 
ri this he obſerves to be every natural Man's 

h Walk, it is his continued Courſe;  he-waikerh 

„ it; and then again we may obſerve what 
ne ſays further, hey are diſquieted in Vain, 

e Sometimes he gives us the ſiagular, me. 
b imes tlie plural Number, as much as he 
- ihould ſay, one and all, every Man thus 
„Walks, and is thus diſquieted in Vainz*he 
t bea. up Richer, and knowct') not who ſhall ga- 
ther them, He deſigns what he has, and 

is ball leave of the World for ſich an one, 
„hom he intends for his Herr; but his Pur- 

nl pole is broken, and the Providence of God 
n ſubſtitutes another for whom he never in- 
ended it, and this is one way which mak- 
-Ich bis Aﬀertion good, That every Alan 

Y nalherh in a tain ſpew, and vs diſquieted in 
Var, in as much as if he ſecoced in his 

ſt N 4itemprs (as he often does not) yet he is 

ic ppointed many times in the Perſen he 
aimed them for, pd knows not who he 
i. all be, nor what he ſhall be, who - ſhall 
f Epc the-Fruits of his anxious Toyl and 
6 bour, B 3 The. 
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if E 14 Þ | 
_ The-5th'Pexſe acquaints us-with'the Pſai- If 1:4 
miſt's Holy Purpoſe, And nom Lord 'mhat +1 
wait for my hope is in thee ; as if he had Nee. 
ſaid, ſeeing Matters are thus, that the Life Ne 
of Man is ſo frail, and that he is attended ns 
with ſuch, and ſo many Difappointments . 
an all his Attempts, Lord, I am reſolvd B! 
where to fix my Hope and Confidence, pr 
even in thee; he well knew that God was a! 
Tate Refuge for him to have Recourfe to, Mic 
in all the various Exigencies he did, or WM 
could meet with in a fickle and unconRant WW to 
World, 2 0 
The 8th Verſe contains his Requeſt to of 
God, To deliver him from all his Jranſgreſſion,; et 
and he deprecates his being made a Reproacht:} 
the ſooliſir; he begs Deliverance from all Sin, 
both the Filth and Guilt of it, as we may 2: 
well underſtand his Prayer to take in both, r 
and for which he ſo eminently calls up bis 
Soul and all that is within him to bleſs God 
on both theſe Accounts, Pfal. 103. 3. WH: 
Forgiveth ali thine Iniquities, who healet h a 
thy Diſeaſes. Every true Chriſtian has 48 
well the work of Sanctification, as Go“ 
quſtifying Grace, the Matter of his Prayt. 
and Praiſe, he would be ſanctiſied as wel! 
juſtified and pardoned, and equally blei:es 
God for the one, as for. the other; aud a! 
che cloſe of this Verſe he deprecates his be gg 
a Reproach of the fooliſh, the ſcorn and con- 
tempt of wicked Men, whom he accounts 10 
verter than Fools, whatever Succeſs they * 
n a nan 


[ts 7 
have in Their. Worldly projects, and how- 
iſe or cunning ſoever they may be accoun- 
ed to hoard up Riches, yet they are all 
Fools in his way of reckoning, in as much 
15 they neglect the true Riches, the light of 
';304's Countenance, which has ſo many great 
Bleſhngs going along wath it, as he juſtly 
prefers it above all the Confluence off Worlds 
'y Enjoyments, P/al.” 4. 6, 7. and he here 
deprecates being made a Reproach of thoſe 
Men as looking upon it to be a ſore Aﬀition 
to a good Man, to be the Scorn and Deri- 
ton of Fools, and thus come in the words 
of the Text. In v. 9. I was dumb, I opened 
net my Mouth, becauſe thau didſt it. 
inthe Words we have theſe Parts. 

i: The Pfalmiſt's Behaviour, J was 
Dumb, I opened not my Mouth, both being 
F like Import, to ſhew the. Steadineſs of 
this quiet Compoſure in him, he was as a 
umb Man, one that opened not his Mouth, 
ad nora Word to ſay againſt the proceed - 
i ings of God in his Righteous Providence. 
is 2. Here is the Reaſon of this, his quiet 
a4 ſubmiſſive Carriage, _ becauſe thou did(# 
g, i. e. what ever ſecondary Cauſes might 
contribute to iſſue Matters, as they now arg 
es vithme, yet] firmly believe thy Hand gnids 
every Spoke in the Wheel, thy Wiſdom 
ad Power over-rulcd all ſecondary Cauſes; 
„fall thy own purpoſe, and this quiets 
0 Heart under my preſent Affliction, in as 
ach we they did ry 
5d 3, Here 


governed and ordered unto him by the C. 


[16 2 

3. Here is the Matter of the Pialmiſt 
Ttouble obſcurely hinted at, in this lite th 
Particle, it, Thou didſt it. What ever he here. 119 
by intended, it was what he knew God had 
ordered to him, and reckons he had done it; d 


ard this quieted him under it, he pru- tic 


dently overlook'd all inferiour Cauſes, and? 
fixes the Iſſue of them all on Ood as a free he 
and powerful Agent. aq 
If we obſerve the Contexture of thi; the 
Pſalm, wherein the Pſalmiſt David fo often we 
takes Notioe of the Frailty and Brevity we 
the Life of Man, both in ſeveral Verſes ho. He 
fore the Text, and in ſome after it; we may; M1 00 
be inclined to think that the Pſalm was pc me 
ned on the necahon of the Death of font ha 
of his near and dear Relations or Acquair- = eſp 
tance, tor whom he had & particular regar.!, Go 
and by which Providence he, reckoned him- USC 
ſelf greatly afflicted; no particular mention] had 
is made hereof, fo that we arc ſomcwhat t befe 
a loſs co know the true and juſt Occaſion ¶ cou 
thereof; but the matter of the Pſalm, aud Met 
the phraſe thereof, do inclin.me (with ſib- {Pol 
miſlion) to think what I haveaiready men's 1 
oned to be the occaſion of. his Penning t!-s ſWquic 
Palm, and in the profccution of the Tex: | 
ſhalt more particularly have regard therc'- 
as ſuch, but yet withall taking in the ſeve 3 
other various Caſes of a Chrijtian's Afflict! 


gud of Divige Providence. 


C173; 
The Propoſition that I ſhall take up from 
the Words of the Text, as before con- 
ſider'd, ſhall be this. 5 ä 
Doct. That it is the Duty of a Chriſtian 
quiet ly to ſubmit to God in all the Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Providence towards him. 


God is a Soveraign Majeſty, and as ſuch 


he acts towards us, and as ſich we ought to 
| aquieſce in his Diſpenſations towards us, and 
| though this be our indiſpenſible Duty, and 


we are ready to acknowledge it fo to be, yet 


we find it hard, very hard to bring our 
Hearts to a chearful compliance therewith 
| I ſhall therefore endeavour, as God ſhall help 
me, to:ſhew what a great Concern-we are to 
| have in this Matter, and ſay ſomething more 
© eſpecially to the quieting our Minds under 
| God's bereaving Providence, when he.ſtrips 
us of ſome near Relation, for whom we. have 
had a particular Regard, but yet as I ſaid 
before, will endeavour to manage the Diſ- 
courſe ſo as to reſpect other Caſes. The 
Method I ſhall take in proſecuting, of the _ 

point of Doctrine laid down is this. 


1. To ſhew what it is for a Chriſtian 
quietly to ſubmit to God under all the Diſ 
penſations of his Providence towards him. 

2. How this appears to be ſqqaych the 
Duty of a Chriſtian, _ e mp. 
3. Why it is ſo. e aned 
4. Somewhat by way of Inference. 
1. What it is for a Chriſtian to ſubmit, Cc. 
1, Negatively, : 
2. Poſi. 


of spirit under God's Afflicting Hand, God 


of God's Corrections, and think we have 
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22 Poſitively, | 
1. Negatively what it is not. 

1+ It is not a ſtupid and inſenſible Frame 


allows us our ſence of his Stroke, when he 
Chaſtens us, he would have us to regard bi! 
Correction; as we are to Rejoyce in his Fa. 
vours, ſo we. are to conſider his Frowns, 
Eccleſ. 7. 14. in a Day of Proſperity be joy 
ful, but in Adverſity conſider. When - The 
Hand of God goes out againſt us, we are to 
take Notice thereof, and have a moderate 
Concern of Sorrow therein; a tender Fa. 
ther expects his Correction, which ever flows 
from Love, ſnduld he notic'd, and laid to 
Heart; and ſoit is by every ingennous Child. 
O ſays the poor Child, there is ſome great 
Cauſe. Why my dear Father, who bears { 
much Love to me, ſhould thus ſtrike me, | 
know it is not for nothing that he thus deal: 
with me: So here, we. ſhould be ſenſibkſ YH. 


put him upon thus dealing by us, How ſnal 
we elſe anſwer the End of God in Afflicting 
us: If we be ſtupid and inſenſible under hi 
Hand, we are far from Davids Frame, he wa: 
indeed Mute and Dumb under God's Hand 
but yet he.retain'd a lively ſence of his Aff 
fliction. He had a regard to God who order\P!ica 


and govern'd it, as he was ſenſible of the Rodi Petit 


1 * 


ſo alſo of the: Hand that moy'd it. make 
2. As this quiet ſubmiſſion to the Hand 9 d 


— —— — 
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ſo much leſs is it a Stuborn and Stout Frame 
of Spirit, that will not acknowledge the 
Hand of God in his Providence, but thinks 


he and bear up againſt his Hand, with a Surly 
und Stout unconcernedneſs, that ſets the 
Sinner boldly to contemn and deſpiſe the 
orrection of God, while he deals ſparingly, 
and ſuſpends thoſe terrible Judgments which 
e lets fall upon other Sinners of the ſame 
Rank with themſelves ; and he muſt have 
arrived at a great pitch of Wickedneſs, who 
hus carries it towards God under Afflictionz 
here is ſuch a wretched Temper of Soul in 
offiehe fallen Creature, and therefore we have 
14 the Advice given by the wiſe Solomon, Prov. 
al. 11. my Son deſpiſe not the chaſtening of the 
Lord, neither be thou weary of his Correction. 
When the Sinner carries it thus Stubborn- 
aby under God's Hand, he Acts the part of 
del Pharoah, who bore it up a long while againſt 
ye the viſible Judgments of God, but was foro d 
all to yield at laſt, notwithſtanding all his Stout- 
neſs; for God will have the Day, of all his 
Enemies, who are but as Potſherds of Clay 
before him. 


3 | | 
b 3. Neither was he ſo Dumb, as he had 
\ {nothing to ſay to God by Prayer and Sup- 


r plication, for we find he puts up ſeveral 
od Petitions to God in this Pſalm, as v. 4. Lord 

make me to know mine Eni, and the meaſure of 
nd} y days, what it is; that I may know how frail 
nem. and v. 8. deliver me from all my tranſ. 


Ro brave it out againſt the Stroke of G ec, 
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grefſions, make me not the reproach of the fooliſh. N up- 
And v. 10. 2 ſtroke away from me: Cre 
1 am confumed by the blow of thine hand, and N Va. 
ſo further, v. 12, 13. Hear my prayer, O Lord, Ha 
and give ear unto my cry, &c. Here we find ¶ tak 
him fo far from being Dumb in the Duty ef Na b. 
Prayer, that he lifts up his Voice with-a we 
Cry. So that the Pſalmiſt's Dumbneſs, did I the 
not conſiſt in his refraining from the Duty ¶ lov. 
of Prayer, for he is very hearty and carneſt N Re! 
in his Addreſſes to him as the God of his nos 
Help · and Salvation. | Sor 
2. But Secondly, Poſitively, What this'is Cre 
to ſubmit quietly to God in the Dſpenſeti- I tor: 
ons of his Providence, _ hoy 
1. There is in it a watehful Frame of vid 
Spirit, over our ſelves, leſt we offend. by le. 
any Expreffion or Act of Impatience under 21. 
God's afflicting Hand, this was David's Care, * 
u. 1. of this Pſalm. s 
I ſaid, I will take heed unto my ways, that I are 
ſin not with my Tongue; he was reſolved to 
ſet a Guard over his Ways and over his 
Words too; thus my Brethren mould we do, 
we are prone, very-prone naturally, to fret 
and fume under God's Afflicting Hand, and 
therefore we have the more need to ſer the 
ſtronger Guard to prevent it, and we ſhall 
never arrive .at;/this quiet frame of Spirit 
without a due regard to this But. 
2. It is a reſigned Temperof Soulh in giving 
up what we have, and what we are to the 
Weill of a Soveraign God: We are apt to dote 
0 4 upon 


S 


| & i= a 
upon our Enjoyments, to be fond of our 
Creature Comforts, now God, to let us ſee the 
Vanity of them, he calls for that at our 
„Hands that we over-valued, and thus he 
| takes away a loving Husband, a dear Wife, 
fa beloved Child, or other Relation, on whom 
ve either had ſome dependance or valued as 
the Comfort of our Lives, and hereby our 
7 love to Chriſt Jeſus is abated, we over-yalte 
t Relations, and under-yalue the Lord Jeſus, 
$ now the Father will not bear it, to ſee his 

Son flighted, and a poor, ſorry, fading 
$ Creature preferred above him, and t here- 
ore this Gourd muſt wither and dye; now 

how de we bear ſuch a Stroke of Divine Pro- 
f Evidence ? If we acquieſce calmly in the good 
y Pleaſure of God, and can ſay as Job Ch. 1. 
rr. the Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away, 


are ſpeaking of. S 
3. There is in this Submiſſion to God in 
all the Diſpenſations of his Providence, a 
Religious regard to the Faithfulneſs of God 
in his Promiſe, whereby he has obliged hi 
ſelf o work out good to his People hy the 
darkeſt Providences they are under, Rom. 
8. 28. Aud we know that all things work toge» 
ber for good, to them that love God, to them who 
e the called according to his purpoſe; the 
N paſtle knew this, that they wrought to- 
ge Nether, and fo he ſays, Ch. 5. 3, 4. 5. we 
te Vor in trobu'ations —_— ſeems very an 
$544 | 4 | | ON 


» Moicſfed be the name of the Lord; this is to be 
found in this great and honourable Duty we 


him- 
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"One won'd think it ſo, that the poor diſtreſſed ts 
Saints ſhould Glory in ſuch a degree off 
Trouble, as might bear the Name of Tribu.[n 
dation; and yet ſo it was, and he gives y; 90 
the Reaſon of this their Glorying herein, IS; 
and that we have in the very next Words ag 
to prevent our Amuſement, knowing that tri Im- 
Þulntion worketh patience, and patience, exper- N wi 
#ence, and experience hope, and hope maketh na Bqe- 
«ſhamed ; ſo that, as the Apoſtle ſays in the v. 
forecited place, they all work together for h 
good. Juſt as you ſee the Motion of a cu- N hin 
Tious Watch, the Spring puts the main ma! 
Wheel a going, and that another, and ſoſ on 
on, that they all work together, to anſwer a. 
the deſign of the Artiſt who made it, andÞÞ;j t 
the expectatiou of him that keeps it; even he f 
To do the Providences of God, all his Di. God 
penſations have this in them, tho? we are ſatic 
Hard put to it many Times to think ſo. Theſſther 
Merchant can eaſily believe, that when al they 
his Adventures come ſafe Home with great}, C 
Advantage, that this is for his good, and an 
if he has any regard to God who gofplent 
verns the Winds and Waves, and has ſentft, hi 
all his Effects ſafe Home, through mans. 
Stormy Blaſts, and dark Winter Nights; I«;. B: 
can not only believe that this ſhall be for hing. 
ood, but he ſees Cauſe to bleſs God for; 


is fayourable Providence: But if the ſame ing al 
Man ſuffer a conſiderable Loſs at Sea, thqthing 


OP 
e! 


4 


Ship and Goods loſt, and it may be a dea, 
Bon buryed with them in the Ocean, cy batt 


L 23 J 
takes as a very hard Stroke, and he can nof* 
ſee how all this Loſs can be tutor'd hy the: 
Divine Hand, ſo as to be any way for his 
us goods but yet ſuch a dark Providence as this, 
in, is govern '&by a Wiſe God tor good, toſuch- 
Is as love him. Or, a Perfon may he a Tradeſ- 
ri man, a great Dealer in the World, and. 
when he has a quick Trade, many good Or- 
ders from ſafe Hands, and his Shop and 
Ware-houſe well fill d with freſh and valu- 
able Goods, to anſwer theſe Demands from 
him, he can eaſily believe that tireſe things. 
make for his good, but when Trade runs 
low, and divers Chapmen break vpon his: 
Hands for conſiderable Summ3zhe concludes 
all theſe things are againſt him, neither can, 
he ſee how it ſhould be otherwiſe; but yet 
Jod has a Gracious deſign in ſuch a Diſpen- 
ſation as this, and will make it work toge- 
ther for good to ſuch as love him; whether 
they can ſee it or no. Again; a Man may be 
a Country-man, an owner, or a conſiderable 
Farmer, and if he have a fair Proſpect of a 
Plentiful Crop, and things ſucceed according 
to his expectation, and he have a favourable - 
Seaſon for bringing in all this Plenty ſafe into 
is Barnes, and beſides, have his Herds thriv- 
ing, his Oxen ſtrong to Labour, as the Pſal- 
4 it ſpeaks, P/al. 144 14. his Flo cks grow- 
ing and increaſing, he can eafily believe theſe 
hings to be for hie good; but if his hopeful 
Ierop be ſurprized by a Storm of Hail which 
Intters it down to the Ground, or a con- 
: C2 tinued- 


. = » 
| 
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tinued Rain threatens to ſpoyt all his Coſt n. 
and Labour, and his Herd of Cattle drop fi. 
down one after another by ſome Peſtilentiat | - 
Diſeaſe got among them; his Sheep are wor- F. 
ried with Dogs, or take the Rot which car- Ii 

ries off moſt of them; theſe Diſapointments I px 
Are heavy upon him, and he muſt live a Liſe Þ th, 
of Faith, that can ſee theſe things working th. 
for his good. Again, if a Perſon have an] ke 
agreeable Yoke-fellow, a Husband, or Wife, ti 
a Stock of pretty, towardly and hopeful Þ hir 
Children, fuchan one thinks them great Bleſ- Jo. 
31ngs, and can own them ſo to God, if he || car 
Have any regard to his Duty; but when Be. 
de comes to ſnatch away the Husband from ¶ bac. 
he Wife, or the Wife from the Husband, %. 
zind either of them are left to tugg hard to ſhi, 
tapport their poor Children, or if they be II ca 
continued together, and their tender and Iliev 
dear Children drop one after another, theſe N was 
Strokes are heavy upon them, and they ca- hee 
not ſee how they ſhou'd-work for their good, hear 
and yet the Wiſe, Pewerful and Gracious Imor 
Providence of God, can and does over-rule cou] 
theſe ſad Circumſtances for good to thoſe Ikne 
that love him. Thus alſo it is in a Caſe IPreſ 
more nearly relating to the Soul, when a u. 2, 
poor Believer has the light of God's Counte- 
Nance ſhining upon him, while he lives in 
the Sun-ſhine, in a ſencible Enjoyment of 
God, in. whoſe Preſence is Life; and when 
he can take a view of what Chriſt Jeſus has 
undertaken for him, „ and fully accompliſh 
in his behalf, when he ſees him in his Incar- 


— —ũ—ä̃ . — 0 


* 1 257 5 


Heaven as his Suerty, his Mediator, his 


Forc-ruaner, who is for him entered into 


Heaven, there to Intercede for him, and 
prepare a Place, a Manhon of Glory for him, 
that where Chriſt is, there he may be alſo; 


th.ſe he concludes are all great Things, and 
he can eaſily conclude that Chriſt has in all 
theſe, wrought out abandance of good for 


him: But when the Lord ſuſpends the light 
of Eis Countenance, hides his Face, and he 
cannot ſce him, as J ſpeaks, Ch. 23. 8, 9. 
Behold, I go forward, but he is not there, and 
backward, but I cannot percegve him; on the 
leſt hand where he dath work, bat I cannot behold 


him; he hideth himſelf on the righs hand, that 


I cannot ſee him. In ſuch a Caſe a poor Be- 
liever is in great Diſtreſs, this good Man Job 
was ſo, and thereſore he complains that then 
his Complaint was bitter, and that his Stroke was 
heavier than his Groaning, as if there were 
more Sorrow in his Caſe than his Groans 


could expreſs, and heartily wiſhes that he 


knew where he might find his God, whoſe 
Preſence he ſo much wanted, and longed for, 
v. 2, 3. when a poor Believer can not make 
out his Title to, and lutereſt in the great 
adertakings of Chriſt Jeſus, Oh then he is 
uite down in his Spirit, and ready to take 
p dark Concluſions againſt himſelf, he is 
hen ready to ſay with the poor diſconſolate: 
hurch, Ia. 49. 14. _ Lord hath forgſaken 


— 


nation, Death, Reſurrection, A ſſenſion, an 
fiitiag at the Right-Hand of the Father in 


de W . —— _ 
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Ing Child, yet ſuch provocations, ſo many, 


While of his hiding himſelf, has Thoughts 
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me, and my Lord hath forgotten me, hien no, wh 


ſuch thing can be, of which the Lord gives. Ihis 
the greateſt Aſſurance, v. 15. 16. Can a Wo-. Ih 
man forget her ſucking.Child, that ſie ſhould not Mdiſ 
have Compaſſion on the Son. of her Womb, yea, Nwa 
they may forget, yet will not J forget thee, he f. 
hold, I have graven thee en the palms of my hi 
Hands, thy Walls are continualiy before me ;. a: 
Woman can hardly forget her own Child, 
more eſpecially ſhe will not farget her ſuck- 


and ſa great may be, as the Mother may. 
forget her own dear ſucking Child, which 
Me nurſed up with ſo much Care and Ten- 
derneſs, and ſays God, tho? this may be, yet 
will not J. forget thee, I have graven ther upon 
the palms of my Hands; ſo that lie cannot 
Yook on his Hands, but he ſees their Names 
There inſcribed ; and all this to aſſure the. 
Poor diſconſolate Soul of his Care and Con- 
cern for him, and the gracious Lord, all the 


and Deſigns of Mercy towards the poor 
clouded Believer, tho? he cannot think it. 
God to humble us, and let us fee our own. 
Weakneſs, and that we ſhould have a more 
full Dependance on him, as the. Spring of 
all our Spiritual Life, Light and Comfort, 
may. withdraw himſelf, that we may 
value him more. Thus the Sppuſe was. 
left by her beloved Lord, he had withdrawn 
himſelf and was gone, and ſhe poor Heart, 
thought ſhe ſhou'd neyer find him * 
a when 


CoD. 
hen no-ſich Matter, his Heart beat; and 
his Bowels yearned towards her all this 
while, and he waited for an oppertunity to 
iſcover himſelf towards her, and te make 
way for this, he puts in his Finger by the hole 
f the Door, and then her Bowels were moved for © 
ym, and then-preſently ſte has him in her 
Arms, and. held him, ana would mot let him go, 
all the deſigh of her Beloved's leaving her, 
as to Correct her Sloth, her unconcerned- 
neſs for her Beloved, and to enflame her af- 
fections after him, and can we ſay other than 
that this was for her good? and fo ſhe found: 
it, and wou'd we reckon on it, aforehand, 
that the. iſſue of ſuch a Diſpenſation of God 
owards us would be for our good, we ſhould? 
ore readily aquieſce in the Will of God 
oncerning us herein, as a Correction of our 
Sloth, or a Tryal of our Faith and Love, 
Either of which Ends God may have upon us 
1 his hiding his Face from us but yet as we 
's ſhave in the example of Job, newly inſtanced 
7. In, we ſhould be very. earneſt in our En- 
quiries after him. 
n 4, The Soul that ſübmits to the Will of 
re Pod in all the Difpenſations of his. Provi- 
f Hence, is very frequent and, very earneſt. 
ith God to obtain this good Temper of 
lind, and to maintain, it. That wicked. 
ing of Ifrael, was far, from, this, who» 
ryes out, 2 Kings 6. 33. This evil is of the 
t, Nerd, what ſhould I wait any longer? But this 
e,, Pnothiog like the Spirit of a humble Chriſt-- 
2 120. 
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jan. Wicked Men grow ſurly under their S 
Stralts, and behave themſelves accordingly, 
_ buc a Gracious Soul is afraid to offend, by 
any Act of Impatience, and therefore makes F 
his Addreſs to the Throne of Grace which rc 
God has erected, That he may obtain Mercy, V 
and find Grace to help in this his Lime of Need, a 
as believing that God has provided that W. 
Throne on purpoſe to dispence Grace from Fa 
thence to anſwer al his Occalions, in ſuch 
his Times of Need. chi 
2, I propoſed to ſhew, how it appears to ſ W 
be ſo great a Duty of a Chriſtian, thus to Ne 
carry and behave himſelf. | 
1. This appears from the Contents of vil 
God's Word which: reveals it, and com- 
mands it; and ſo the Apoſtle James ſays, Nto! 
Ch. 4. 7. Submit your ſelves therſure unto God; NO. 
and how is this? even in all the Piſpenſa- Ibis 
tions of his afflicting Providence. This 1 
our indiſpenſible Duty, to comply with the 
Will of our Heavenly Father, and quictly 
to acquieſce therein, and to ſay with good 
Hezekiah, when he had received a Sharp 
Meſlage from God, concerning his Houſe, 
by the hand of Iſaiah, 2 Rings 20. 19. Good 
is the word of the: Lord which thou haſt ſ oben. 
2. This appears to be the Chi iſtians Du- 
ty, from the Example of great an good 
Men left us; whoſe: Faith, Patience and 
Pattern of Holyneſs we ought to follow, 
and eſpecially the great Example of eur Lord 
Jeſus, who when he met with the greateſt 
Z x Sorrow 


* : 
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Sorrow that ever Man did, and under which 
the moſt lofty Angel would have ſink, yet 
he quietly reſigns his will to the Will ot his 
e Father, when his Soul was exce2ding, Sor- 
h | rowful-unto Death, and he had the Fathers 
„Wrath upon him, as ſtanding in the place 
„and Room of guilty Sinnere, for whom he 
ir | was to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice to the utmoſt 
m Farthing; for on him was laid the Iniquity of 
% 2s all, Iſa. 53.6, Yet how calmly and 

chearfully does he aquieſce in his Fathers: 
o Will, Mark 14. 36. Abba Father, all Things 
o re poſſible unto thee, take away this Cup from. 


me, nevertheleſs, not what I will, but what thou 


of Nvilt. It would have been an eaſy Requeſt 
for the Father to have granted, yea Juſtice 
5, to have granted it, if he had ſtood in his 


/: own Stead, but as he ſtood in the place of 


his guilty Members, for whom he had un- 
i; Jdertaken, and in whoſe behalf he was to 
be Iſatisfy; God the Father faw his Death and 
ly Paſſion fo neceſſary, that it was impoſſible 
that Cup ſhould paſs from him, and ſo he taxes 
it at his Fathers Hand, and. drinks It up to 
he bottom. We know how holy Job car- 
led it, when his Flocks, his Herds, his 
„Children and all elſe in the: World dear to 
u- Fim were gone; nothing left but a Froward, 
d Feeviſh and Tempting Wife, as moſt gene- 
1d Tally ſhe is taken to be; yet he expreſſes 
W. Fimſelt, not only content with what God 
d Had done, but he bleſſes his Name for tax- 
g away, as well as for giving. The Lord 
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> 1 
ve, and the Lord heth taktn away, bleſſed 


the Name of the Lord, Ch. 1. 21. O how ff © 
may this ſhame us out of our quarrelling with. 
God under our Uneaſineſs whenhe takes || Þ 
any deſirable Relation from us, how hard ||| Þ 
are we brought to comply with the good F 
Will of a Wiſe Godin ſuch a Caſe, or o- , 


ther of like Nature. | 
* It appears to be fo, from the good Fruit tl 
which redounds to the Soul thereby, and you Of 
know we are naturally fond of what makes 
for our Gain; it is ſo in Temporal Things, ſic 
and why ſhould it not be ſo in Spirituals? 
Now there is a Fruit, an Advantage ac- | 
crnes to the Soul of a Believer by this his th 
Submiſſion to the Will of God, and this is his 


upon the Soul thereby, are ſuoh as theſe 
which follow. 

1. Hereby the Believer gains a ſuitable 
Frame to keep up his Communion with 
God, this he can by no means do, while he 
frets under his afflicting Hand, and is in 
a rufled Temper of Sou}; while he is ſo, he 
is under that Diſorder of Mind, which ren- 
ders him very unfit- for Meditation, and 
converſing with God; but when he can; 

nietly acquieſce in the Will of God taking 
rom him that which was, and it may be too 
much in his Eſteem, then he can with the Þ 
greater Advantage, maintain his Commu- 
nion with. God, which is a great means cf 
his Spiritual Growth and Fruitfulneſs. 2 


eee — 


the quiet and peace able Fruit of Righteouſneſs, | © 
Heb. 12. 11. and the Fruits that flow in 25 


o 


le 


miliation an that account. 
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2. Hereby the poor afflicted Believer 
comes to ſuck ſweetneſs out of the Promiſe; 
The Promiſes of God are as full Breaſts to 
be drawn by a Believer in his fainting Fits, 
but this he cannot do when he ſeperate, the 
Hand that Afflicts him in Divine Providence, 
from the Hand that ſupports in the Pro- 
miſe ; when he muſes and pores only on 


| the dark fide of his Caſe, when he only looks 


on the dark fide of the Cloud, but there 
s a bright fide as well as there is a dark 
ſide, there is « Bow in the Cloud, and when 
the Soul can view this, cau ſce the Promiſe, 
and the Comfort wrapt up init to be his, 
this is a ſingular Advantage to help him in 
his Caſe be it what it will, and our quiet 
and compoſed Thoughts nnder Gods Hand 
is a great help to us ts arrive at this great 
Privikedge. | 
3. Hereby the Soul comes to ſee the evil 
Conſequence of Sin, particularly of our over- 
valuing the Creature, and our too great ex- 
pectation from it; when we ſubmit calmly to 
the will of God, this we-can do, we can ſee 
his correcting Hand and juſtify his Proceed- 


ings againſt us, when he removes ſuch a Re- 


lation, ſuch a Child or other Relative, on 
whom we doted, and we ſee his Hand mov- 
ing the. Rod, we can more readily acknow- 


ledge our own Sin which pu him upon this 
way of Correction, and 


ſee the evil ten- 
dency of Sin, and our own Cauſe of Hu- 


4. By 
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4. By our quiet reſigning Mind to the u 
will oi Gol Aflli ting us, we anſwer ſome. Ja 
what of'the End of God in ſuch his deal- Je. 
i ynes towards us. God has many Gracions Jin 
1 Ends in Correcting his Children, he take; g 
no more Pleaſure in the Correction it ſelf, 
than you who beſt love your Children, take Bo! 
in carrecting yours, but he does it out of Bhi: 
their Neccflicy, and  tley are for a Seaſon 
in Heavineſs through mani fol. Temptas.0ns, ut no! 
it is always when there is ned thereof, 1 Pet. ral 
1. 6, God ſees there is a need to purge 
away tbeir Sin, to purge away their Pride, 
their Worldlineſs, their Senſuality, their 
Formality and many other Sins, and there- 
fore he knocks down their Props that they 
have ſet up for themfelyes in the Creature, 
that they may reſt more fully on himſell, 
and ſo we have the End of Gd to be this, 
the purging away tne Iniqnity of Jacob by gr 
his Affliction, Ja. 27. 9. by this therefore Nhri 
ſhall the Iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this It ha 
is all the Fruit, to take away his Sin. The For it 
oor Believer often harbours hard Thoughts Þnd t 
of ſuch an Affliction as he meets with, and Bizht 
thinks it will make much for his Hurtpwhen Þiſer 
no ſuch matter, what God intends hint f 
thereby, is, to purge away his Sin, to white tre: 
him, and refine him, and make him - moreſicrea 
meet for his Service here, and more meet! cor 
to be pertaker of the Inheritance of the Sainti ie 
in Light, to be a Companion for Saints in he 
Glory; and all the Proceedings of God - ang. 
A. | ward! 
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e | wards him in thus Correcting of him, are 
Ja great Bleſſing and Ad vantage to him, what 
- Jever he for the preſent may think thereof, 
Jin as much as God hereby brings about his 
3 gracious ends upon him. 
And here it may not be amiſs to mention 
e ſome of the good Ends of God, in afflicting 
his own dear Children. 
” 1, Hereby the Believer comes to know 
1t Inot only che evil Tendency of Sin in gene- 
et. ral, as aforeſaid, but alſo many times the 
ze particular Sin for which God corrects, is 
e, Iplainly intimated, and thereby the hatred 
ir Jof that and all other Sin is increaſed, for if 
e- ſour hatred againſt Sin be genuine, it is ſuch 
cy Es exerts It ſelf ag 1inſt all Sin, not only againſt 
he fin for which we are convinc'd we ſuffer, 
but againſt all fin, and that as it is againſt 
he holy Law, and againſt the Honour of 
gracious and good God, and as it coſt 
;briſt Jeſus our great Mediator ſo much as 
his It has done in becoming an attoning Sacrifice 
ne For it, to become thereby our Peace-maker, 
hrs nd take up the matter betwixt an offended 
nd Highteous, and juſt God, and vs guilty and 
jen Riſcrable Sinners: Now to have a ſight of 
im hat fin for which God corrects us, and our 
renfſſatred againſt that and all other ſin thereby 
ore ncreaſed, is one of the good Ends of God 
1cetl correcting of us, this was Wat good Fob 
into rayed for under his fore Afflictions, Lord, 
infſÞys he, Chap. 13. 23. mate me to know 15 
to- n greſſions and my Sin. He deſird to know 
. D both 


'S * 
— — 
— — 


L 347 
both what to do, and what not to do, toy 
know for what particular Evil it was that; 
God ſo contended with him, and his handfi: 
Was ſo heavy upon him, he was ſire it was: 
not for nothing, that a gracious, kind God, ſp1 
dealt after ſuch an uncommon Manner withſſtz 
him, as to ſingle him out as a Dear for theſus 
-Chaſe,-and make him a Mark for his Arrows 
one after another; and if holy Job, who ware. 
ſuch a conſiderable Servant of God, and offflhi: 
Whoſe Integrity and cloſe walking Godin: 
makes an open Acknowledgment to thatiſto 
buſy Adverſary the Devil, as it were to uppei 
braid him therewith ; if, I ſay, this greatſſtlic 
and good Man made it his Errand to God,ſſfſto ; 
To teach him his Tranſgreſſions and his Sin, howBanc 
much more ſhould we do ſo, who come fire; 
far ſhort of his Attainments ? His ExampieW-n, 
in asking this of God, teaches us the BencTtas | 
of ſuch a Diſcovery, and our Duty to er 47 
gage our Hearts in our Requeſts for thimo; 
Mercy. When Joſeph's Brethren came ind. 
be in Straits, then they are brought to hate ſiſte 
a Sence of their Sin, and of that very lit hop 
they had for ſome years paſt been guilty tend 
and probably the Sence of it was now welfare, 
near worn off; but when they come to iYſof c 
their own deſperate Caſe (as they thoughtMin | 
in their Diſtreſs, then they remembred theiſfSpri 
ſin againſt their Brother Joſeph, Gen. 42. 2% tion. 
Aid they ſaid one to another, we are verily gui z. 
concerning our Brother, in that we ſaw the Anthem 


21 of his Soul, when he beſought us, and " He, 


1004. 


E 
to would not hear; ther» fore is this Diſtreſs come 
hat zpon us; and, my Brethren, God does ſo 
andto this Day, he many times points out our 
vasſiin, by the End of his Rod, and this he does 
od, Weracionfly to teach us, wherefore he con- 
1thFtoads with us, and to beget and increaſe in 
theßzus a hatred of that, and all other fins. 

2. God has this gracious End in his Cor-: 
Jrections, which is to quicken the Believer to 

his Duty, to make him more conſtant and 
morelively therein. We are prone, very prone, 
to be negligent of our Duty, or dull in the 
performance of it, to be remiſs and careleſs 
therein, when things go with us according 
to our Carnal Appetites ; now God fees this, 
and therefore that he may here from us more 
frequently, and more feryently too, he 
ſends the Rod to awaken us, and expects, 
as he ſays of Iſrael, Hoſea 5. 15. In their 
WAfiiition they will ſeek me early. God may re- 
move an Husband, from whoſe Care and 
Induſtry the Wite and all the Children ſub- 
liſted, or he may take away a Child, an 
hopeful Plant, and this cuts deep upon the 
tender Father and Mother, but hereby they 
are, or ſhou'd be quicken'd to their Duty 
Jof calling on God, and walking with God 
in more Dependance on him, as the true 
Spring of all their Comfort and Conſola- 
tion. : | 

3. God by Correcting his Children, brings 
them into more Conformity to Chriſt Jeſus, 
Heb, 12. 10, But he for our Profit, that we 
Wen J.. might 


E 
might be made Partakers of his Holineſs, Here- I tt 
by they are made more like to Chriſt their I th 
Head and Hus band, this is the End of God e, 
in chaſtening them, to bring them into more 2% 
Conformity unto Chriſt, which is their true I g0 
Honour and Excellency, and to make 'em be 
meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of tht his 
Saintsin Light, The true Believer is hercd7 I S2 
humbled, brought to God's Foot, and made I an- 
willing to be as God will have him, ſo the Ito 
Pſalmiſt ſays, P/al. 119. 67. Before I was iy | 
afflicted, I went aftray, but now have I kept thy the 
Word. This is that honourable Character De 
this Man of God gave of divine Chaſtenings, eye 
he was brought hereby into his Way, from I the 
wandering and going aſtray in By-Paths, to Ho 
his true Way, the Path of Holineſs, to keep vid 
God's Word; and therefore let not the Sons N oſte 
and Daughters of Affliction have a hard Day 

Word, nor a hard Thought neither, of the N Heg 
Corrections of a gracious and good God tage 
let them quietly ſtay the Iſſue, and they will Itran 
find as David did, a fruit of Holineſs there- him 
by wrought in their ewn Souls, Hlercby eat 
the Believer finds his Pride humbled, his that 
ſoaring Thoughts and Deſires -abated, and Ipore 
himſelf at times brought into a conſiderable bal, 
Conformity to Chriſt Jeſus, who was brought Mou 
as a Lamb to the Slaughter ;, and as a Sheep ih 


dumb before the Shearers, ſo opened he not his Hife, 

Mouth, Iſa. 53. % olle! 

4. The various Afflictions whereby God s is 

Exerciſes his Children, are both ta e 2 
8 then. 
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them for Glory, and make them long to be 
there. God, as aforeſaid, by Afflictions makes 


'em mect to be Partakers of the Inheritance of 


the Saints in Light, Col. 1. 12. And the fore- 
going Verſe tells us, that this is done by their 
being ſtrengthened with all might, according to 
his glorious Power, unto all Patience, and Long- 
Suffering with Joyfulneſs; ſo that every wind 
and wave of Affliction wafts them nearer 
to their Port of Bliſs; every renewed Tryal 
is to bring them nearer to Glory, nearer in 
their Preparations for it, and nearer in their 
Deſires after it; they are now Heirs, how- 
ever ſo poor and contemptible ; but when 


they go hence, they go to their Father's ' 


Houſe, and enter upon the Inheritance pro- 
vided and prepared for them: The Believer 
often lives poor, poor in the World all his 
Days, but when he dies, he ſhall die rich ; 
Death puts him i full Poſſeſſion of his Inheri- 
tance, like an Heir come to a fit Age of En. 
trance upon his Eſtate, which was kept from 
him during his Mmority, fo the Believer at 
Death ſhall appear like himſelf, an Heir of 
hat glorious Inheritance which Chriſt his 
Forerunner has ta en Poſſcſiion of in his Be- 
half, and ſecured for him: And how then 
ould he long to be in Poſſeſſion: of that 
hich Chriſt ſeſus has purchaſed for him? 
vilſed to him, as in Fol 17. 24, and taken 
oſſeſſi n of in his Behalf, and for his Uſe, 
5 18 expreſſed in Heb. 6. 20. Whether the 
be- runner is for us entred, as if he were gone 
D 3 to 
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to Heaven on Purpoſe to prepare it, and ſe- 


cure it for them. And if we take Notice of 


that in John 17, Chriſt Jeſus there dealing 
with his Father in Behalf of them whom he 
had given him, expreſſes himſelf as a Teſta. 
tor, like one about to die, who makes his 
Will, and bequeaths his Eſtate, and what 
he has, among his Children and Friends ; 
and he Wills this to one, and that to ano. 
ther; ſo Chriſt, when about to die, he makes 
his Will, he dies no Beggar, that has nothing 
to give, but has a Kinędom, a glorious King- 


dom, the glory of all Kingdoms, the glory 


of Heaven to bequeath and give to his Chil- 
dren, his Members, he will have 'em all 
near him, and happy with him, like a lov- 
ing tender Husband who goes from his for- 
mer Habitation to ſeek where he may live 11 
more Plenty, and at Length he lights on, 
where he lives to his Mind, in Splendor a0 


Fulneſs, What does he. do in this Ceaſe! 


Well, *tis below him to live in this Plentj 
and Fulneſs himſelf, and let his poor diſcon- 
folate Wife, and dear Chi'dren (whom be 
left under minif id Straits, n! knows th: 
muſt needs e ſo ſt II) ſtarve and pine f, 
want of Neceſſaries; and there fore he ſend: 
for them all, as Ji ſeph did for his Ag 


Father, that they may be near him, ane 


with him, and ſhare with him in all the 
Comfort he has; even thus does Chriſt, E. 
will not have Heaven alone, and let h. 


poor Members be left behind bim, bat 'y - 


W. 


L 


fills Heaven and all the Glory thereof to 
them, and to be ſure his wil ſnall ſtand good, 
it ſhall never be diſanulled, nor ſhall any Ca- 


veat be entered in that Court to ſet it aſide, 
or in the leſt to incumber it. He in this 
paſſage does not expreſs himſelf by way of 
Prayer to his Father in their behalf, to de- 
ſire this Glory for them, as at other times 


he prays for them, but here it is, Father I 


wil, &c like a Teſtator that makes his Will, 
and gives this Glory to his Legatees, who 
ſhall have this his Will fully and punctually 


made good to them; and God, by Affliction 
raifes his Children up to this Pitch, at times, 


to long to be with Chriſt their Head and 


Husband, that as he wills, they may be with 


him, where he is, to behold his Glory. 


5-God Chaſtenshis Children dy removin g 
their Injoy ments from them, (which is one. 
way of his Correcting em) to let them ſee. 


the Frailty -and Falability of all ſublunary 
Comforts, whether Perſons or Things; he 


does thus as to Things, Worldly Riches, to 
let ns ſee their uncertainty, and that as 80 


lmon in his Expoſtulation with the worldly 


Man tells him, Prov. 23. 5. that they certainly 
make themſelves Wings, and flee away as an 


Eagle towards Heaven. | This is in the Nature 
of them, to be unſteady and unconſtant, 
and therefore ſays he, they! make themſelves 
Wings, they need none to make 'em for 
them, for it is their property to flee away, 


not to hop from one to another, with a lea- 
5170 | ſurely 
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furely Motion, but flee, and flee away, and 
flee away as an Eagle towards Heaven, 
which is higheſt and fartheſt of all of any 
other Bird; all to Note the ſwiftneſs of 
their Motion from us; and therefore ſays he, 
wilt thou ſet thine Eyes upon that which is mot ? 
to Note to us that while Worldy Men are 
ſetting their Eyes and their Hearts too, up- 
on their Riches, while they are looking at 
them, and thinking what a brave Eſtate 
their wiſe Management, and prudent Con- 
duct his gotten *em, their Wealth ſhrinks 
from them, dwindles away, and melts be- 
tween their Fingers, while they are looking 
at, and thinking of it, it zs not, at beſt, 
is not what they took it to be; there is not 
that true, folid ſatisfaction in it they thought 
on. And then as to Perſons, God does this 
frequently, he removes a Relation, a tender 
Hnsband, a beloved Wife, or it may be 
one Child, then another, till all be gone; he 
ſends Death as a Meſſenger or Purſivant to 
arreſt one and another dear Relation, and 
hereby convince us how frail, how fickle and 
uncertatn/are theſe our Comforts, and chat 
our Affections may be weaned from them, 
and ſet upon more laſting, everlaſting Ob- 
jets. The Pſalmiſt in this Pſ. v. 4, 5, 6. and 
in v. II. reallumes the fame Subject, which 
is to ſnew the Breavity and Uncertainty 
of humane Life, on which Verſes J have more 
fully inſiſted in the beginning of this Di- 


courſe, and to which I refer the candid Rea- 
1 * i 
1 # der. 
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der. God, by the Fickleneſs of our State, 


would wean us from our fond Affection to 
dying Friends and Relations, and by their 
Removal, would convince us how frail both 
we and they are, with all other ſublunary 
Comforts and Enjoyments. 

3. I come now in the Third Place, to 
how why it is the Duty of a Chriſtian, 


| quietly to ſubmit to God in all the Diſpen- 


lations of his Providence towards us. 

1. Becauſe all we have, or ever had, flows 
from the Bounty of a Soveraign Lord, who 
has a Right to take them at his Pleaſure 3 


this was that which quieted good Job under 


all the Loſſes he ſuſtained, the Lord hath given, 
and the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the 
Name of the Lord. God takes one Friend, 
one Relation after another from you, and 
you. are apt to take on ſore for this, but 
pray who gave you that Relation, that Son, 
that Daughter that you are ſo much con- 
cerned for your Loſs of? did not the Lord 
give ycu that ſame before he took him or 
her from you ? and if he gave at his own 


IFleaſure, why may he not take according to 


his own Will, but you muſt mutter and 
murmur thereat ? 55 


2. Conſider, That our Comforts do not 


only flow from God, but he has actually 
done that very Thing which we account the 


Matter of our grie vous Affliction. God is 
the wiſe Governour of all ſecondary Cauſes 


to his own holy Ends and Purpoſes. We 
| may 


1 ooh 
may probably, upon the Death of a Relati- 
on, blame this or the other miſs-management 
of ſuch as inſpected ſuch an one our Friend 
in the Time of his Sickneſs, and it mav be 
there may be too much Room for ſuch a 
Charge, and the thing we are uneaſy abour, 
may too truly be imputed as an Act of Neg- 
ligence, and an over-ſight, not to he ac- 
counted for,and this aggrivates our Trouble, 
and cuts us the deeper under theſe juſt Ap- 
prehenſions of ſuch Negligence ; but tho 
this does no way acquit the Perſon at whoſe 
Door this Charge lies, nor excuſe his Neg- 
ligence, yet we are to conſider, that the 
Wiſdom of God over-rules all the Imperti- 
nencies and. Follies of Men, to bring about 
his own Purpoſe, he makes uſe of theſe ſet 
condary Cauſes to accompliſh what his So- 
veraign Pleaſure is in this Matter, and 
therefore we are to have a ſpecial Regard to 
this which the Pſalmiſt expreſſes to be that 
which quieted him in the like Caſe, in the 
Words of the Text, I was dumb, I opened 
not my Mouth, becauſe thou didſt it. Which 
may reſpect either, | 

1. That God over- rules all ſecondary 
Cauſes to his own purpoſe, and ſo he be 
faid to haye done it. or elſe, 

2. That the Matter was now brought to 


a perfect and compleat Iſſue, it was fully ac - 


compliſhed and done, thou didſt it, has gone 


through to perfect that thing, that it is not 


now to be recalled or retrieved ; on _ 
V theſe 


r 


'theſe Accounts it might be Prudence for 


David, and ſo for us, to acquieſce in the 

ood Pleaſure of God in what he has done, 
in aſmuch as he has done it, it, that very thing 
we are ſo concern'd abont ; what ever juſt 
Cauſe we may have to reflect on one or 
another, as Inſtruments, yet the Wiſdom and 
Power of God has brought that Matter, that 
very Thing, it, to ſuch an Iſſue as we find, 


which may tend to quiet us under our pre- 


* 


ſent Sorrows and Uneaſineſs. 

3. Conſider, as a Reaſon to quiet your 
Minds, that God is not only juſt, but gra. 
cious in the preſent proceedings of his Pro- 
vidence towards you, the Stroke might have 
been much more ſevere than it is, God has 
tiken from you ſuch a Relation as you loved, 
and from whom you prubably had great Ex- 
pectation; but yet he has left you ſomething, 
yea many Things to bleſs him for, and he 
knows how to make up the Loſs you have 
in one Relation, by the Comfort of another, 
or can make it vp ſome other way, and if 


he ſpare you with thoſe Things he ſees meet 


for your Comfortable Subſiſtance, you have 
Reaſon to aquieſce in his Will, as knowing 
every good thing you have is of Mercy and 
Grace, and ought ſo to be acknowledged. 
Jacob, you know was in great Diſtreſs for 
his Son Joſeph, and indeed ſo much concern- 
ed for him, and the detaining of his Son 
Simeon, and the ſurprizing and unwelcome 


News, his other Sons brought him from 


Egy;t, 
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Egypt, that his beloved Benjamin muſt go 
alſo to clear the ſuſpicion of Fraud that they 
lay under, or elſe they muſt all ſtar ve for 
want of Bread, that he overlooks what he 
had left in the reſt of his Progeny, his Ren- 


ben, his Gad and Aſher, &c. are not minded, 
which was his fail ng, and like enough it 


may be ours. Now we are to notice what 
God has left us, as well as what he has taken, 
in as much as he does not let out all his 
Wrath, but as in 1/a. 27, 8. Stays his rough 
Wind in the Day of his Eaſt Wind,, God has 
taken away ſome of our Comforts, but yet 
he has left us many more to bleſs him for, 
or it may be makes up the loſs we have in 
one Relation, by giving in another, as in 
the Caſe of Iſaac, who was c mforted in his 


Rebekah, after hi: Mothers Death, Gen. 34. 
67. And if he break not in upon all our 

Comforts, but ſpare us with many Mercies, | 
the leaſt of which is above our Deſerts, the | 


Conſideration hereof well improved, might 


engage us to a humble and thankful Ac- 
knowledgment of his ſparing Goodneſs in 
what is left. | 


4. Conſider that the Loſs you ſuſtain by 
the Remoyal of your deceaſed Relation (for 


I intend to run the reſt of the Diſcourſe that 


way, as at firſt promiſed) may be their 
Gain, and if they-are ſafe arriv'd at their 
Port of Happineſs, you may aſſure your 
ſelves they would not be put back again to 
be toſt on the Waves of a Troubleſome 

25 World, 
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World, as you and I are. Thoſe bleſſed 
Souls who once arrive ſafe at their deſired 
Port, never entertain any Thoughts of com- 
ing back again into a vexatious, tempeſtuous 
and frowning World of Sorrows ; they find 
more agreeable Company in the bleſſed Re- 
gions above, among glorified Saints and holy 
Angels, their intimate Companions, then 
once to retain any Thoughts of ſliding 
down back again into this terreſtial Globe, 
into ſuch ſordid Company as they know the 
moſt part of this lower World affords. 
And this Conſideration may be a Means to 
engage us to acquieſce in the good Pleaſure 
of God, in this his taking tron: us ſach Re- 
lations as we are aillicted about, in as much 
as if we have any good Hopes of their arri- 
val at their Port of Glory, our Loſs may be 
ur | their Gain. | „„ 
es, ] There might be divers other Reaſons aſ- 
he ſigned for this our Submiſſien, as, that God 
cht I enjoyns it, and expects our ready Compli- 
c- ance with his Soveraign Will; and becauſe 
in till herein he dec le with us according to our 
preſent State, Which is a dying State, and it 
is the common Lo of the reareit and dęareſt 
Friends and Relations to be thereby ſepara- 
ted one from another, and fo is hut what we 
could expect in the common way of Provi- 
dence z but | ſhail torhear to fay any thing 
turther under this General Head, and come 
to the Uſe and Application of the Doctrine 
laid 
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laid down in ſome Inferences therefrom, as 
follows - + ms ot | 

. Firſt Inference. ] If it be ſo, that it is the 
Duty of- a Chriſtian quietly to ſubmit to 
God in all the Diſpenſations of his Provi- 
dence towards him, then we may juſtly in- 
fer from hence, how unbecoming it is for us 

to act contrary hereto, and inſtead of ac- 
uieſcing in the good Pleaſure of a gracious 
od, we take up our Complaints againſt 
him in the way of his Correcting Providence, 
or if it amount not to this, yet we are fro- 
ward and impatient under ſuch his Dealings, 
which implies it; this is far from the Pſal- 
miſt's quiet Temper, who was dumb, and ope- 
ned not hit Mouth, becauſe the Lord had done 
it. And there is nothing in which we think 
our ſelves more aggrieved, than in the Re- 
moval of ſome near and dear Relation, which 
God has ſtrip'd us of, When he takes away 
from a tender Father, or indulgent Mother, 
a beloved Child, one they had great Hopes 
on of being the Comfort of their declining 
Years, ſuch a ſtroke is too frequently born 
with great Impatience : Now that we may 
ſee how unbecoming this is in the Chriſtian, 
let us conſider theſe few Particulars. 

1. Hereby he diſcovers his over-fondneſs 
of that Relation which God has ſnatch'd 
from him, and he ſo hardly parts with 
Thus it was with David, in the Caſe of Al- 
alom, Oh, with what Vehemence does he 


bewail his Fall! 2 Sam. 18. 33. And tit 
King 


5 
King was mach moved, and went up to the Cham- 


ber over the Gate, and wept, and as he went, 


Thus he ſaid, O my Son Abhſblom, my Son, my 


Son Abfolom, would God I had died for thee, O 
patheti- 


Abſolom, Son, my Son. How 
cally does he here bewail the Death of his 
Son Abſolom, who was ſlain in his Rebellion 
againſt his Father, which ſhewed his over- 
fondneſs of him; and of this his General 
Joab takes Notice, and deals roundly with 
him about it in the following Chapter. 

2, We may alſo conſider, how ineffec- 
tual all ſuch Impatience and Immoderate 
Sorrow is. David you know was much con- 
cern'd for the young Child born to bim by 


Bathſheba, ſo long as it lived, he faſted and 


prayed on that Account ſo long as there was 
any Room for thoſe Duties ; but when he 
knew the Child was dead, he then ſaw how in- 
effectual all his further Sorrow would be, 
and therefore he quite alter'd his Behaviour, 
2 Sam. 12. 18, 19, 20. He aroſe and waſhed, 
and anointed himſelf, and changed his Apparel, 
and came into the Houſe of the Lord and Mor- 
ſhipped. He knew that all * Sor- 
row would be to no Purpoſe, and therefore 
he prudently refrains from it, and was in a 
much better Frame, then in the Caſe of Ab- 


folom aforemention'd. Now if we could ſe- 


riouſly conſider to what little Purpoſe it is 
to ſhew ſo much Impatience under God's 
Hand as we do, when our deceaſed Friend 
or Relation is gone to the Duſt, and we 
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£an by no Means recall him, it might Help 7 


vs againſt ſuch immoderate Sorrow, as we 
find prevails upon us under ſuch a Circum- 


ſtance. 5 
3. Conſider, that the immoderate Sor- 


row you have on this Account, may be a 
great Detriment to your ſelves; you may 
thereby lay a Foundation for a Diſtemper 
on your own Perſons, which may break 
your preſent good Conſtitution of Health, 
and either heſtily or more leaſurely, with a 
Uingring Diſeaſe, ſend you to the Grave; 
for as we read, 2 Cor. 7. 10. The ſorrow of 
bis World (of which this is one Sort} worketh 
Death. | | 

Second Inference.) If it be ſo, &c. then we 
may hence Inferr, That it is our great Duty 
to comply herewith, quietly to ſubmit to, 


and acquieſce in the Will of God, in all the 


Diſpenſations of his Providence towards us; 
and becauſe of the perverſencſs of our Na- 
tures, and the unweildineſs of our Minds to 


come up to this neceſſary Duty, I hall fay. 
ſomething by way of Motive, to engage us 


more ftrenhuſly, and in good earneſt to at- 
tend unta Practice thereof. 
Firſt M Conſider that God never 
gave yon any thing here, with Security that 
he would never call for it from you, if he 
have given you Children, or other Relations 


Which are dear to you; Has he given. you: 


Security therewith, that he would. never 


call for 'em at your Hands ? Where have. 
| by | you 


. F 
you any ſach Aſſurance from him? And if 
he have given you no ſuch Security, you 
cannot charge him with Breach of Promiſe. 
My Brethren, pray remember this, that- 
whatever God gives you, he always reſerves 
his own Title therein to call for it when he 
pleaſes. This is fully and clearly exempli- 


fied in tbat noted Text, Hoſ. 2: 8, 9. 


where God has given Jſrael Corn, Wine, Oyl, 
Silver, Gold, Wool and Flax, a confluence 
of excellent Things, a magazine of Stores, 
but yet he had not ſo given them, but he re- 

tains a juſt and full Property in them ſtill, 
and therefore we find that he calls 'em all his, 
his Corn, his Vine, his Wool à d his Flax. 
And God lays the ſame Claim to, and re- 
tains his Title in all he gives to any of the 
Sons of Men to this Day, all the Bleſſings we 
have of any Kind in this World, and ſo our 
Children, our Friends and Relations which 
he has given us, they are all' his, he has 

a jaſt Property in them, and may demand 


Itchem at Pleaſure; we have no other Tenure 


of them, but durante ben» placito, Nuring bis 
good Pleaſure, and this may obli to this 
dubmiſſion to his Will, in as mu c hold 
al at Uncertainties, and have no Security 
of a fixed ſtay of any Thing we enjoy from 
God who gave it, and has à true Right to- 
all for it at our Hands when he pleaſes; and 


is brings me orderly to the ſecond Motive. 


2. Conſider, that God as a Soveraian 
ord, has a Right of Dominion over nsand 
F. 5 ours; 
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ours ; he may, and does act according to the. 
counſel of his own Will, nor is it meet for 
us to ſay nnto him, what doeſt thou ? This 
was it which quieted the Pſalmiſt in the 
Text, I was dumb, I opened not my Mouth, be-: 
cauſe thou didſtit; he who had a Right to do 
it, had done it. David had a fpecial Regard I 
to God, as a Soveraign Agent, and thus It 
ſhould we do; he who takes from us a dear ft 
Relation, he has a Right to do it, and may | 

juſtly do it, as he is Lord of all. 0 
3. Conſider, that the great Matter of a | w 
Believer's Comfort, does not conſiſt in the I ar 
neareſt and beſt Relations among Men; it | al] 
is true, Children are deſirable Company, I ni 
when towardly, and they gain upon our If fo, 
Affections when they are ſo; and ſo like- Fan 
wiſe other Relations when ſuitable to us, are I if 
thereby render'd amiable, and we have I ſin; 
cauſe to blcſs Ged for them; but yet, | we 
Chriſt and the Promiſes, the Comforts of I pes 
the Holy Spirit, the Peace and Joy that I Mo 

ows in thereby to the Soul, give a more ſcan; 
ſprightly agd abiding Joy then the beſt of Find, 
Relations Among Men do, or can do; and fone: 
we often el that our Comforts in the beſt Jinſt 
Relation, are clogg'd with ſome unea ſineſs, Eerie 
which the Wiſdom of God has intermix'd Hoa 
_ therewith, on purpoſe to wean our over-EYou 

fond Affections from them, and place them with 
on better Objects; whereas the Comforts 
of the good Spirit of Grace, the Peace and 

Conſolation which flow from Chiift _ 
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the Promiſes, are without alay. There is | 
no Sorrow ariſes from them; nor is the Soul j 
that has fulleſt and moſt conitant Enjoy; 
ment thereof, ever cloy'd therewith, but 
always coveting after more. | 
4. You know not but what Relation God | 
has f.rip'd you of, might have proved con- 
trary to what your Expectations were there | 
from. We are apt to promiſe our ſelves a | 
Ereat deal of Happineſs from ſprightly Chil- — | 
ren; we have big Hopes concerning them, N 
when their Capacity out- ſtrips their Years, 1 
and they are riper then commonly their Age . 
allows. When ſich Capacity is accompa- ; 
„ Inied with Diligence in what they manage | 
r for us, we have high Thoughts of them, 
and this heightens our Eſteem of them; but | 
re if God had continned ſuch a forward promi- MA 
ye Iſing Youth, as he has taken from us, Are ; 
t, I we ſure he would nat have haulk'd our Ex- 
of pectations? Have we not ſeen many a fair _ 
at Morning, conclude in a fon] Evening? And | | 
Ye cannot we in our own Obſervance ſee many 
of indulgent Parents ſadly diſappointed in their 
nd once promiſing Sons and Daughters, who 
eſt Ninſtead of being a Comfort to them, are the 
fs, Igrief of their Hearts, and bring down their 
xd Hoary Hairs with Sortow to the Grave? 
er · You are not ſure what you might have met 
em with of this Kind, from your deceas'd Child 
or Children; and if God in his Wifdom and 
ndfiGocdneſs to you, have prevented your after 
indBSorrow by them, you ought not to be ſo 
the uneaſy 


Ce T7 


- rmeaſy under your preſent Circumſtance, in 
as mueh as you know not how the Iſſue 
might have been, if you might have had your 


own Will concerning them indulged. 


Fifth Motive. } Conſider, that what- 
ever Relations are gone, yet God the beſt 
Relation, and Chriſt the beſt Friend, and 


the Holy Spirit, the beſt Comforter of a 
Bcliever, ſtays ſtill, and will ever abide fo. 
The Relation that is berwixt Chrift and the 
Believer, ſhall never be broken, no Diſſolu- 
tion ſhall ever be made in this Relation. The 


Husband dies, and leaves the Wife; the 
Wife dies, and leaves the Husband ; Parents 
die, and leave their Children; Children die, 


and lea ve their Pareuts; and the moſt inti- 
mate and endeared Friends die, and leave 
one another, and ſo they do, and muſt all 
do, one after another; and then the neareſt 


and cloſeſt Ties of Relation and Friendſhip: 


are broken to Pieces; but the Relation that 


Chriſt ſtands in to the Believer holds, and 
holds for ever, He is an everlaſting Father, 


Ha. 9.6. and fo he is everlaſting in all other 
Relations that he ſtands in to the Belicyer. 


The cloſeſt knit Relations among Men are 


very changeable, they are uncertain in their 
own Nature, but God is an unchangeable 


God, Mal 3. 6. For I am the Lord, I change 
not, therefore ye Sons of Jacob are not conſumed, Þþ 
and as he is unchangeable in his own Nature, Reli 
ſo alſo he is unchangeahle in all the Relati- Pen 


ons that he ſtands in to his People, Chriſt 
bis 5 Jeius 
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Jeſus is pleaſed to take his Chureh, and 
every Member thereof into many Relations: 
He is Father, Husband, Brother, and all 
elſe, and ever will be, that endeared Love 
and yearning Bowels can oblige him to: It 
cannot be ſo among Men, no Man on Earth 
can be Father, Husband and Brother, bus 
Chriſt is all this to his Members, and all to 
expreſs his Love; for one Relation is not 
cnough to declare it, and therefore he ſtands 
in all we can wiſh him to be, or has need of 
him, and fo we find him expreſſing himſelf 
with all the Love and Affection we are able 
to conceive of, Cant. 4. 9. Thou haſt raviſhed 
my Heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe, And again, 
v.10. and again, v. 12. and again, Chap. F. 
1, 10. So that he is both Brother and Hus-. 
band to her, and ſo he ever will be; for 
now that he is in Glory, the Relation ſtill 
holds, for the Father gave the Church to 
ip Ihriſt to be his Spouſe, it was he that made 
the Match, and tho' Chriſt he now exalted 
Ia Glory, and his poor Spouſe be fallen to 
Pecay, be poor and needy, yet he owns her 
or his ſtill, and ever will do, for he is a- 
amed to relinquiſh her now in her Extre- 
ety, but loves her, notwithſtanding her 
pw Eſtate, and will never leave loving 
er, till he love her up to Glory, That where 
e is, there ſhe may be alſo, John 17. 24. 
Ind if the Relation betwixt Chriſt and the 
> eliever ſhall not be broken, but ever hold, 
zen this may ſufficiently . make up all 2 


— —_ 
Loſs he has by the removal of the beſt and 


moſt endeared Relation, which God in his 


Providence has taken from him. 
All I ſhall ſay further, ſhall be to con- 
clude this Diſcourſe in a ſhort Uſe of Direc- 
tion, to help us to come up to this our Duty 
of Submiſſion to God, in all the Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Providence towards us: And is 
as followeth. 5 | 
1. Have frequent Recourſe to thoſe Pro- 
vidences and Promiſes which God has given 
you at other Times, to help and comfort 
you in your preſent Extremities. Call to 
mind what God has done for you in other 
Straits. This is a good Antidote to pre- 
vent our Quarrelling with the preſent Diff. 
culties we are under. David remembred 
what God had done for him afore-time, to 
encourage himſelt againſt new Difficulties, 
Pſal. 42.6. O my God, my Soul is caſt. down 
within me, therefore will I remember thee ſrom 
the Land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, 
from the Hill Miz ar; and ſo alſo he conſider'd 
what God had done for him when he deli- 
ver'd him from the Lyon and the Bear, and 
this helped his Paith, and gave him Courage 
and Boldneſs to encounter the Great Goliath: 
So do you call to Mind what God has done 
for you in former Straits; remember how 
ſeaſonably he came in with a Word of Con- 
ſolation to your Souls, when you were under 


ſuch a dark Circumſtance as your ſelves can t. 


Inſtance in, and ſee what you can do m—_ 
8 | < Fail 
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1. 
Faith in its lively Exerciſe on thoſe former 
greut and precious Promiſes Which God has 
given you, and you have ſeen and felt them 
to be his Gift by the Power and Authority 
which came along with them into your Souls. 


If you have an approved Remedy, a rich 


Cordial, which you have found to anſwer 
your Caſe, in former Occaſions, you will 
no doubt but have Recourſe to it again, for 
the ſame good Purpoſe, with Expectation; 
and ſo do in this Caſe, remember God's for- 
mer Loving Kindneſs, how ſeaſonably and 
ſuitably he reliev'd you, when your Faith 
ran low, and you were ready to give up all 
your Hopes, and yet even then he came into 
your Help, and delivered you from all your 
Fears. You have, no doubt, often read that 
great and good Word, Rom. 8. 28. And we 
know all T hings work together for Good, to them 
that Love God : And if all Things, then this 
very Loſs of yours, in ſo dear a Relation as 
you have parted with, ſhall be tutor'd by 
Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs to Work for 
your Good, tho? at preſent yon ſee it not. 

2. As to the Promiſes, fo alſo have Re- 
courſe to the Attributes of God; the Good. 


neſs, Wiſdom, Faithfulneſs nd Power of 


God afford us great matter of Support un- 
der all our melancholly Circumſtance:, and 
have a power ful Effect on the Soul toengage 
it to acquieſce in the good Pleaſure of that 
God whole Goodneſs ſets all his other At- 
tributes at Work to befriend his Children 

| under 
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under all their Diſtreſſes. And it is a com- 
fortable Tliing, that the Believer has an In- 
tereſt in all theſe, and may flee to this Muni- 

tion of Rocks to ſecure himſelf from the Aſ- 

ſaults of the Devil and all his Inſtruments. O 

what a precious Priviledge, and |bleſſed Se- 

curity is it to the poor Believer, that when 
he is per ſued by the Devil and his Angels, | 
he has the Attributes of God to have Ke- 1 
courſe to, where he is ſafe ; like as a little 2 
Bird who is purſued by ſome ravenous Bird d 
of Prey, haſtes to the Buſh, and hops | I 

from Twig to Twig to ſecure it ſelf from 
the Talents of its Enemy; fo, the Believer 1 
may flee from Attribute to Attribute, which y. 
are the Munition of Rocks to defend him m 
from all the Attempts of, Satan who would || w 
devour him:and that God has made ſuch glo- pr 
rious Proviſion for his Children, by intitling in 
them in all his Attributes, is not only great w. 
Security to them, but may engage them to ff to 
acquieſce in all the Diſpenſations of bis the 
Providence. hin 
3. Call to mind your former Experience Re 
of God's governing dark Providences to a [you 
happy Iſſue. You little thought ſuch a diſ-· I Caſ. 
mal black Cloud as you have already been] 7 
under, ſhould have concluded fo happily asÞby : 
it dic; and what know you but this you are Cön 
now under, may have a better Iſſue then youlafflic 
can at preſ-nt hope for? There is an attcr-YThr, 
ward Fruit of Affliction. that. 
4+ DoFobtaj 
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4. Do not indulge your preſent Tumour, 
and the undue Riſings of your Hearts, a- 
gainſt the Proceedings of God in his Pro- 
vidence now afflicting, but watch carefully. 
againſt it; this was David's Practice, he 
was afraid leſt any Act of Impatience ſnou'd 
be found with him in his Trouble, and 
therefore he reſolved to watch his Heart, 
and guard his. Tongue, and thus ſhou'd we 
do, if we wou'd arrive at this. great 
Duty. | 3 

5. Let not your Thoughts too fre- 
quently dwell on what was amiable in 
your deceas'd Relation; the frequent Re- 
membrance of this makes it harder to part 
with ſuch an one without Reluctuncy, 
probably, as there was ſomething amiable 
in ſuch an one, ſo alſo, as probably there 
was ſomething in him, not ſo acceptable 
to you, and therefore ſet the one againſt 
the other, to correct your over-value for 
him, anck this may help you with more 
Readineſs to comply with the Will of 
your heavenly Father, in your preſent _ 
Caſe, | 

Laſtly, Have frequent Recourſe to God 
by Prayer, that he would help you to a. 
Compliance with his Holy Will, in this his 
afflicting Providence. God has ſet up a 
Throne of Grace for this very Purpoſe, 
that we may go thither on all Occaſions to 
tain Mercy, and find Grace to help ia 
ume of Need, and if 5 think it ſuch a 


Time 


E 
Time with you, ſurely then you ſhould go. 
thit her, to find Grace ſuitable to help you 
in ſuch a Time, yon can never bring your 
Hearts ro a Compliance with the Will of. 
God in his chaſtening Providence of any 
Kind, without ſpecial Grace from him for 
that Purpoſe ; and therefore have frequent - 
| Recourſe to the God of Grace, that he 

would help you to act as the Pſalmiſt in tie. 
Text, Who was dumb and opeued not his Mouth, 
hecauſe the Lord had done ij. 
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